achievements of Yoshitsune and his faithful
retainer Benkei, or of the two brave Soga
brothers; the dusky urchins listen with
gaping mouths until the last stick burns
out and the fire dies in its embers, still
leaving their hearts aglow with the tale
that is told. The clerks and the shop-boys,
after their day's work is over and the
amado* of the store are closed, gather to-
gether to relate the story of Nobunaga and
Hideyoshi far into the night, until slumber
overtakes their Aveary eyes and transports
them from the drudgery of the counter to
the exploits of the field. The very babe just
beginning to toddle is taught to lisp the
adventures of Momotaro, the daring con-
queror of ogre-land. Even girls are so
imbued with the love of knightly deeds
and virtues that, like Desdemona, they would
seriously incline to devour with greedy ear
the romance of the samurai.

The samurai grew to be the beati ideal ol

the whole race.     " As   among  flowers  the

cherry is queen, so among men the samurai

is lord," so sang the populace.     Debarred

,   -  * Outside shutters.